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Synopsis

An abridged, student-oriented edition of Hillel's earlier published Environmental Soil Physics,
Introduction to Environmental Soil Physics is a more succinct elucidation of the physical principles
and processes governing the behavior of soil and the vital role it plays in both natural and managed
ecosystems. The textbook is self-contained and self-explanatory, with numerous illustrations and
sample problems. Based on sound fundamental theory, the textbook leads to a practical
consideration of soil as a living system in nature and illustrates the influences of human activity
upon soil structure and function. Students, as well as other readers, will better understand the
importance of soils and the pivotal possition they occupy with respect to careful and knowledgeable
conservation.Written in an engaging and clear style, posing and resolving issues relevant to the
terrestrial environmentExplores the gamut of the interactions among the phases in the soil and the
dynamic interconnection of the soil with the subterranean and atmospheric domainsReveals the
salient ideas, approaches, and methods of environmental soil physicsincludes numerous illustrative
exercises, which are explicitly solvedDesigned to serve for classroom and laboratory instruction, for
self-study, and for referenceOriented toward practical problems in ecology, field-scale hydrology,
agronomy, and civil engineeringDiffers from earlier texts in its wider scope and holistic

environmental conception
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Customer Reviews

"...an excellent introductory text for an undergraduate course in soil physics. The book is well written



and nicely presents the major topics of soil physics through the use of sidebars, boxes, worked
example problems, color graphics, and informative figures and tables...the book provides a
comprehensive list of recent and classic references for the reader to obtain more detailed
information on the major topics covered...As a soil physics text, I've always appreciated that the
author includes a treatment of water table fluctuation dynamics and an introduction to groundwater
flow in confined and unconfined aquifers." --Nels Ruud, Furgo West Inc., Oakland, California, U.S.A.
"...recommended it to be used both by the students of environmental, agricultural and engineering,
and also by specialists of this field. We are convinced that this study will open a new scientific
research horizon in the field of soil physics." --Professor Corneliu Cismaru, Ph.D. "As usual, Dr.
Daniel Hillel has prepared a carefully and clearly worded exposition on the physical properties and
processes that occur in or on a soil. My students have always praised his books and | am sure this
one will enhance that reputation. In addition to students, this work can help those who are
concerned about the environment or who depend on the soil for their livelihood." --Dr. Daniel D.
Fritton, Professor of Soil Physics, Pennsylvania State University "For over thirty years, students of
soil science, agronomy, hydrology, engineering, and ecology have learned the principles of soil
physics from the series of books by Professor Daniel Hillel -- books noted for their definitive clarity of
expression, profound insights, and wide scope. The present version, remarkably, exceeds its
predecessors in all categories. It updates the topic and integrates it within the larger context of the
terrestrial environment. It delineates the topic of soil physics and explores its interactions with the
adjacent realms of the biosphere. The book provides more than mere technical facts inasmuch as it
expresses a philosophy that may help to guide human management of the earth’s crucible of life.
The book does so even with flashes of humor. So here we have a rarity: a textbook that educates
as well as teaches, and that delights as well as informs." --Dr. Cynthia Rosenzweig, Goddard Inst.
for Space Studies "Introduction to Environmental Soil Physics is a product of Dr. Daniel Hillel who
has the basic scientific knowledge and is a master at presenting complex scientific concepts in an
understandable manner. The numerous well-designed illustrations and sample problems makes the
book particularly valuable as a textbook. The book also provides numerous references for the
reader who desires to pursue the subject matter in greater depth and therefore serves as an
excellent reference book as well as a textbook. Consistent with the title, the book introduces the
basic soil physics principles followed by the application of these principles to environmental issues
associated with land and water. Daniel Hillel, with his unique literary style, smoothly blends the
basic with the applied concepts into a very readable book." --John Letey, Distinguished Professor of

Soil Science, University of California, Riverside "From the attention-grabbing preface to the



enlightening text boxes and sample problems, Daniel Hillel uses his crisp, lucid writing style to bring
the subject of soil physics to life in Introduction to Environmental Soil Physics. | have used soll
physics texts written by Daniel Hillel for over twenty years in teaching both undergraduate and
graduate students, and | plan to utilize this new text." --D. Keith Cassel, Department of Soil Science,

North Carolina State University

This abridged version of Hillel's bestselling Environmental Soil Physics offers students a holistic look

at the many interactions of soil in the environment

This is a very good book for all soil scientist and those who care about the environment. | would
suggest that anyone who wants to have a good understanding of environmental issues from the soil

scientist point of view should have a copy.

Useful and easy to read

| can give the book five stars,as | like it. It really helps me.And the hardcover is excellent.The price

is cheap.

Very good soil physics introductory book, with big emphasys in water properties and its relation to

soil. | liked it.

Not to much to say. Just that | was completely satisfied with what | have received and also the

delivery time of the book was good. Thank you.

This is a good lower level book for those who need the knowledge. Don’t be afraid to get your hands

dirty. Oops, I've soiled myself.

| liked it it was clean and new, but it seems like it fall down or something because a part of the outer

hardcover was broken..
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